vienna. This year inarks the
[00th anpiversary of the
foundiag of Wicner
Werkstitie (1903-32) and the
oceaston has (riggered a (lur-
ry of aclivily by museums,
decorative ar gallertes and
auction houses. lndeed, Lhe
studio’s founders would be
astonished to see lhe highly
specialised secondary market
that (lourishes for their
works loday.

In their time, because they
concentrated on the beautiful
rather than the commercial
aspects of their production,
several fulile injectiops of
capital {ailed lo preveni the
studio going inlo liguidation
in 1932. Now demand is high
for the (urniture, jewellery,
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Weiner Werkstiitte: 100 years old

Museums, galleries and auction houses are all celebrating the anniversary

silver and a multitude of
objects of daily use that were
produced, inciuding fashion-
wear or children’s toys.
Among ithe museum
shows, the Kiinstlerhaus is
showing highlights from its
outstanding colleclion com-
prising early works by Josel
Hofimann and Koloman
Moser. Vienna’s Museum of
Applied Arts, MAK, opens
“Yearnmng for beauty” on 10
December, focusing on the
studio’s forward looking

marketing stralegy.

The 3zuclion roomns are
joining in, and omn 25
Noveinber the Dorothevm is
offering a gold-plated silver
and lapis lazuli brooch by
Josefl Hoffmann. Designed in
1907, it is fresh to the market
{esi. €50/70,000). Another
Hoffmann piece is a white-
painted table in Art Deco
style desigaed for the stu-
dio’s own fashion department
(€25/35,000). The same sale
also includes about 30

Wiener Werkstiite objec(s.
Two days later Wiener Kunst
Auktiopen at Palais Kinsky
will hold 3 sale of roughly
100 Wiener Werkst3tte items.
A five-piece silver coffee ser-
vice decorated with fruit by

* Dagobert Peche is expected

to feich up to €80,000. A
very rare, classically shaped
silver vase by the same
designer is a telling example
of this arlist’s extraordinary
strength (€30/50,000).

Meanwhile, galleries are
also dusling off their best
Wiener Werkstitte pieces.
The most expensive is al Bel
Etage: 2 macassar ebony fall-
front writing desk with geo-
metrical inlay thal was oply
idenlified as being by Josel
Hoffmann afler an illusiration
was found in a2 magazine pub-
lished in 1912, The smallish,
cupboard-like rarity was part
of Villa Ast which is one of
the Gesamtkvnstwerke built
and fumished by Holfmann
around 1910. It is priced at
€500,000.

Kunsthandel Patrick
Kovac has assembled a
group of warks by Hoffmann.

brooch

Josef Hoflmann,
1907, Est, €50/70,000

Among them is a small, func-

tional and simple whife
painled table that once
belonged to the equipment of
Sanatorium Puckersdorf
(€12,000).

Ceramics, with their
colonrful, casual styling,

were only produced at a laler
siage in the sludio’s exis-
lence. A selection can be
found at Galerie bei der
Albertina, ranging from
small items to full-blown
sculpture at prices between
€4,000 and €123,000.
Margarete Heise-Sapper



